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SAMPLE ADOPTION EVENTS & OTHER IDEAS
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Following is an idea for an adoption event at your location for Iams Home 4 the Holidays 2012. Events such as these are a great way to tell the pet adoption story in a very visual way.  
“Iams Home 4 the Holidays Pet Adoption Meet-n-Greet”

The Concept:

· Host a meet-n-greet event so the public can get to know the adoptable pets at your location. Feature a variety of pets available for adoption.
· Have an Iams veterinarian on hand to talk about the needs of pets, why it’s important to have animals spayed/neutered, other health tips, etc. See the enclosed list of Iams veterinarians to find one in your area to invite to your event.
· Invite local-market celebrities to help host your event (local news anchors, sports celebrities, city government officials, etc.).
· Pitch event to local-market broadcast and print outlets to profile this heart-warming event.
· A morning event is ideal for broadcast media since the footage they shoot can be edited in time for midday and evening news broadcasts
How It Could Work:

· Have staff on-hand to help match prospective pet parents with animals.
· Have dogs and cats wear bandanas with Iams Home 4 the Holidays logo and “Adopt Me” messages.
· Consider inviting a local radio station to do an on-site radio remote from your location to increase attendance and excitement throughout the event.
Other Event Ideas:
· Halloween – Host a trick-or-treat event at your organization. Invite pet parents to stop by for a special “treat" and meet pets available for adoption at your center. 
· Thanksgiving/Food Drive – Encourage your local community to bring food donations for homeless animals to your organization. Have adoptable pets on hand the day of the drive.
· Howliday Party – Host a December Holiday party and invite community members to come meet adoptable pets. Everyone who adopts the day of your event can get their picture taken with Santa Paws. All donations will go to help homeless animals. Distribute stockings/goodie bags to all attendees.

· Yappy Hour – Host a mixer Yappy Hour for perspective pet parents to meet adoptable pets at your organization. Have drinks on hand and treats for pets and invite local media to attend.
· Celebrity Dinner – Host a dinner to kick off your participation in Iams Home 4 the Holidays.  Celebrities can serve as waiters, incorporate a silent auction and have a mayor on hand to issue a proclamation for “Iams Home 4 the Holidays day” in your area. At the event, have adoptable cats and dogs available for adoption. Invite local media to cover.
· Holiday Event – Host a one-day, holiday-themed event to drive adoptions at your facility. Look to promote the event with advertisements in local paper papers, public service announcements (radio and TV), flyers at local businesses, etc.  If promoted properly, adoptions and traffic into your facility can increase.
If you don’t have a facility, arrange to have an off-site event. One approach is to discuss vacant spaces with mall management. They may allow you to use a vacant space during the holidays for an adoption event, or just to showcase your adoptable animals. If having an event in that location, print out excellent photos of your available pets and post a few weeks in advance with a saying that they are ‘coming soon’ along with the date of your event. This will increase anticipation and excitement to draw a bigger crowd to your event. Also check with local retailers in your area as well.
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